Aetat.04.]    Mr. Courtcnay^s lines on BoswelL          307
separate and remarkable portion of his life1, which may be there seen in detail, and which exhibits as striking a view of his powers in conversation, as his works do of his excellence in writing. Nor can I deny to myself the very flattering gratification of inserting here the character which my friend Mr. Courtenay has been pleased to give of that work:
'With Reynolds' pencil, vivid, bold, and true, So fervent .Uoswell gives him to our view: .In every trait we see his mind expand; The master rises by the pupil's hand; We love the writer, praise his happy vein, Grae'd with the naivete' of the sage Montaigne. Hence not alone are brighter parts display'd, .'But e'en the specks of character pourtray'd : We S('d the .Rambler with fastidious smile Mark the lone tree, and note the heath-clad isle; Hut when th' heroick tale of Flora's3 charms, Peck'd in a kilt, he wields a chieftain's arms: The tuneful piper sounds a martial strain, And Samuel sings, "The King shall have his <////."'
During his stay at lulinburgh, after his return from the Hebrides, he was at groat pains to obtain information concerning Scotland ; and it will appear from his subsequent letters, that he was not less solicitous for intelligence on this subject after his return to London.
'To JAMKS HOSWKI.L, Ks<j. ' DEAR SIR,
' I came home last night, without any meommodity, danger, or weariness, and am ready to begin a new journey.    I shall go
1 The authour was not a small gainer by this extraordinary Journey; for Dr. Johnson thus writes to Mrs. Thrale, Nov. 3,1773 ;—•' Bos-well will praise my resolution and perseverance, and I shall in return celebrate his good humour and perpetual cheerfulness. lie has better faculties than I had imagined ; more justness of discernment, and more fecundity of images. It is very convenient to travel with him ; for there is no house where he is not reeeivcd with kindness and respect.' Let. 90, to Mrs. Thrale, l/Vosfft/^/trs, i. 198.] MAI.ONK.
q ' The celebrated Flora Maedomvld. See Hoswell'a Tour.' COUKTK-
NAY.
tnwing August, in his preface to the third edition, Boswell speaks o the first two editions ' as large impressions.'
